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The Newbery-Caldecott: Awards Committee 


of the Children’s Library Association requests 
your help. “‘Vhe twenty-two members of the 
Committee are busy reading and evaluating the 
current year’s publications, so that they may 
make the proper selection for the Newbery and 
Caldecott medals. In order to help them in 
their selection it is requested that any librarian 
who has read a considerable number of the 
1954 juvenile publications send her nomina- 
tions for the awards on a postal card to Miss 
Jane Darrah, Public Library, Youngstown 3, 


Ohio by December 10, 1954. 
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The New President Speaks 








Nancy JANE Day 


By this time, I assume you are well 
established in your own school pro- 
gram and have time to think of AASL. 
It is important that we continue the 
fine work which has been charac- 
teristic of the division since its estab- 
lishment. In order to do this, we need 
to reach an ever increasing number 
of our school librarians and others 
interested in the development of 
school libraries. The growth of our 
membership has been most gratifying, 
but we are disturbed by the number 
of ‘‘drop-outs’”—those who fail to pay 
their dues. The membership year 
coincides with the calendar year. 
Membership should be renewed and 
dues paid in January but the close 
of the school year does find some of 
us with dues unpaid and membership 
not renewed. All of us working 
through AASL can help in furthering 
and strengthening good school library 
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service everywhere. We can tell others 
for what we stand, what we are doing, 
what opportunities there are for 
service and the benefits gained from 
participation on the national level. 

Committees are responsible for the 
many activities of the Association. 
Their work has been outstanding. 

School Libraries has developed into 
a professional publication of which 
we may well be proud. With this issue 
we have a new editor, Norris Mc- 
Clellan, who will continue the good 
work. She will appreciate, I am sure, 
your suggestions and contributions. 

We want AASL to continue its 
progress in the field of public rela- 
tions. During the past year, oppor- 
tunities developed for working closely 
with such groups as National Educa- 
tion Association, American Associa- 
tion of School Administrators, As- 
sociation for Supervision and Curric- 
ulum Development, Department of 
Audio-Visual Instruction, and As- 
sociation for Childhood Education 
International. Increased cooperation 
with these organizations continues to 
be of prime importance in the de- 
velopment of a strong school library 
program from which children’ will 
benefit. The audio-visual field is one 
in which cooperation and under- 
standing need special stress. We hope 
this year will see us strengthening al! 
these relationships. 

The Board is continuing to work 
on the selection of an Executive Sec- 
retary. The Board feels that in filling 
a position so important to the future 
of AASL great care and time must be 
taken. We shall let you know as soon 
as an Executive Secretary has been 
appointed. 

Do let us hear from you at any time 
when you have suggestions or com- 
ments to make. AASL is your organ- 
ization, established to help you and 
your program. 


NAncy JANE Day, President 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT, 1953-54 


ALICE BROOKS McGUIRE 


When I assumed the presidency of 
AASL back in June of 1953 at Los 
Angeles, it was with a distinct feel- 
ing of honor and challenge. Under 
the guidance of two able presidents 
in its formative period, Laura Martin 
and Mary Lee Keath, and with a full- 
time and unusually energetic secre- 
tary for a year, our young organiza- 
tion was in a particularly healthy 
state. Now it is time for me to render 
my accounting in order that the mem- 
bership may evaluate progress under 
my directorship. As I sift and scrut- 
inize AASL’s activities, it is my 
humble opinion that the year has 
been a good one generally speaking. 
I should like to summarize and dis- 
cuss briefly five main areas: commit- 
tee work, professional and public re- 
lations, publications, executive  sec- 
retary, and the headquarters office. 

Committee Work.—AASL now has 
seventeen standing committees and 4 
special committees. Four new com- 
mittees were created at the 1953 Con- 
ference: Book Selection in Schools in 
a Democracy, the Committee on Com- 
mittees, Recruitment, and the Stand- 
ards Revision Committee. An AASL 
Sub-Committee of the Citizens Edu- 
cation Project at Columbia was 
formed this spring. More detailed re- 
ports of the activities of our commit- 
tees appear separately and give ample 
evidence that each committee has 
been a busy, functioning group. A 
few straws in the wind must suffice 
here. The personnel of the very im- 
portant Standards Committee is now 
complete and consists of representa- 
tives of 14 educational organizations 
under the co-chairmanship of Frances 
Henne and Ruth Ersted. Steps are be- 
ing implemented to secure a founda- 
tion grant to finance the committee’s 
work. The Book Selection Committee 
has drafted a School Library Bill of 
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Rights which will be submitted to 
various educational organizations for 
evaluation before final adoption. 
AASL’s Constitution is being rewrit- 
ten completely on modern lines with 
the professional help of Mrs. Alice 
Sturgis, noted parliamentarian. The 
Statistics and the Elementary Librar- 
ies committees have collaborated on 
a questionnaire designed to study 
laboratory school libraries. The latter 
committee soon will have an attrac- 
tive leaflet on elementary school 
libraries for distribution. Member- 
ship has boomed through the far- 
reaching network of the Membership 
Committee, while the Technical Pro- 
cesses Committee, similarly struc- 
tured, continues to sound out school 
library policies and opinions in this 
area to the very grassroots. Their 
findings are serving effectively in 
aiding the ALA Division of Catalog- 
ing and Classification, and in the cur- 
rent revision of Dewey. This spring 
the Audio-Visual Committee spon- 
sored a TV program on AASL in co- 
operation with the University of Illi- 
nois. We are proud, too, of the School 
Library Planning Committee’s excel- 
lent portfolio in the April Nation’s 
Schools. The enthusiastic response of 
everyone to AASL’s program at the 
Minneapolis Conference testifies to 
the fine work of the Local Planning 
Committee. Here are only a few high- 
lights in our committee work! I 
should like to express my own ap- 
preciation to all members and chair- 
men and to add a special note of com- 
mendation to those who retired from 
committees this past June. 
Professional and Public Relations. 
—AASL cooperated in the activities 
of six national educational organ- 
izations during 1953-54: namely, 
AACTE, AASA, ACEI, NEA, ASCD, 
and DAVI. (We hope you can recog- 
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nize these initials!) This year we be- 
came, by invitation, an affiliated or- 
ganization with ACEI. Excellent pro- 
grams and consultant services were 
provided at the annual conventions 
of AASA, NEA, ASCD, and DAVI. 
Within ALA, also, AASL has been 
serving actively. We had membership 
in 14 joint, special, and standing 
committees, and on two boards. This 
year saw the creation of two new co- 
operative groups in ALA: the Audio- 
Visual Roundtable, in which the past 
chairman of our Audio-Visual Com- 
mittee, Ira Peskind, is serving; and 
the Interdivisional Committee on 
Technical Processes, representing 
DLCYP, DCC and AASL, which has 
one of our members, Virginia Drewry, 
as chairman. AASL’s public relations 
were enriched generally through the 
efforts and field work of Mrs. Rach- 
ael DeAngelo, our Executive Secre- 
tary. Also, your President was able 
to represent AASL several times in 
the library and educational meetings 
of the Southwest. The recognition of 
AASL by many groups, seeking help 
and cooperation as well as the in- 
crease in membership, is evidence 
that our efforts along these lines have 
been effective. 


Publications —This has been a year 
of reprints! We can point with pride 
to the February issue of the ALA 
Bulletin in which both prominent 
educators and school librarians con- 
tributed to the school library theme. 
An attractive reprint of this material 
has been distributed widely. The 
“School Library Planning Portfolio,” 
mentioned above as appearing in 
Nation’s Schools for April through 
the efforts of our Planning Commit- 
tee, has resulted in a reprint that was 
used at the Pre-Session on Library 
Building in Minneapolis. Other re- 
prints having nation-wide distribu- 
tion from AASL’s office are “‘Stream- 
lining Technical Processes,” a Library 


Journal article by Margaret Nichol- 
son, one of our members, and the 


composite reprint of other school 
library articles from Library Journal 
made possible by that publication’s 
editorial staff. Certain other publish- 
ing projects, initiated in 1953-54, are 
in the offing. Special attention should 
be called to School Libraries, our pro- 
fessional journal, and to its past 
Editor, Sybil Baird, because of its fine 
calibre. 

Executive Secretary—The loss of 
AASL’s_ Executive Secretary, Mrs. 
Rachael DeAngelo, to the children’s 
book publishing field was a severe 
blow, for she had guided the activities 
of this young organization in capable 
and energetic fashion, promoting 
public relations, building member- 
ship, and directing its participation 
in the library and education pro- 
gram throughout the country. Her 
replacement has proved to be the 
most difficult problem of this term. 
In fact, it is probably the only real 
failure, for I had hoped to solve this 
problem before the new President 
took office. There have been con- 
tinuous efforts and contact with 
promising people, so perhaps this 
important position may soon be filled. 

The Headquarters Office—When 
Mrs. DeAngelo left on April 15th, a 
Local Advisory Committee from the 
Chicago area was appointed to work 
with Mr. Clift and Mrs. Olive Car- 
ruthers, the AASL office secretary, in 
continuing the duties at Headquar- 
ters. This group has carried on in fine 
style and we owe deep gratitude to 
them for undertaking this arduous 
task in addition to their own re- 
sponsible positions. The Committee 
consisted of the following people: 
Myrtle Ellis (high school matters), 
Hazelle Anderson (elementary level), 
Effie LaPlante (technical processes), 
Ray Erbee (school library planning), 
Ire Peskind (audio-visual materials), 
and Dilla MacBean (AASL policies 
and Chairman). 

Mrs. Mariana McAllister, formerly 
of the University of Texas Library 
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School faculty, was appointed interim 
Executive Secretary for the month of 
May. The office had the thorough 
spring housecleaning and reorganiza- 
tion, for which Mrs. DeAngelo had 
hoped so long; back correspondence 
was culled and assigned to appro- 
priate Advisory Committee members 
for reply; archives were established; 
membership records were brought up 
to date; and the docket prepared for 
the Minneapolis Conference. 


Conclusion.—In terminating my of- 
fice, I have asked myself two ques- 
tions: (1) Have I made a good Pres- 
ident? (2) Am I glad that I served 
this term? As to the first question, I 
am not sure. Probably I shall not go 
down in the annals as a complete 
failure. But if measured by tangible 
results—grants, 100 per cent member- 
ship from our field, a new executive 
secretary, et al—I cannot be rated 
too highly. On the other hand, ii 
steady growth in membership, in- 
creased public and professional rela- 
tions, and high morale throughout 
the Association are signs of a healthy 
young organization, then perhaps it 
may be said that I have been ade- 
quate. Let it be understood, however, 
that AASL’s progress is not the result 
of presidential efforts solely, but 
stems rather from the cooperation 


and fine spirit on the part of every- 
one, ‘Officers, Board, Headquarters 
staff, Committee, and _ individual 
membership. To each and everyone, 
I tender my sincere thanks. 


To the second question I can 
answer an unqualified yes, I am glad 
I was chosen President. I am particu- 
larly happy that it was the 1953-54 
term, for it was just 30 years ago that 
I started my career in library work. 
There could have been no finer re- 
ward for my years of labor than to 
become the President of my profes- 
sional association on this anniversary. 

I turn the gavel over to Miss Nancy 
Jane Day, my successor, with happy 
confidence. Because of her great capa- 
bilities, Miss Day spent the past year 
teaching in Thailand on a Fulbright 
Fellowship. I had not known her 
previously but, during the Minneap- 
olis Conference, I have come to ad- 
mire her—her charm, her ability, and 
her great interest in the future of 
AASL. She, with her competent of- 
ficers and Board, are going to carry 
on nobly the program for the better- 
ment of ASSL and good school library 
service, if you will all work with her. 
President Day, the gavel and the fu- 
ture of AASL are in your hands! I 
predict a successful year! 


ALICE Brooks McGulIkE 





HIGHLIGHTS ON THE MINNEAPOLIS CONFERENCE 


MRS. OLIVE CARRUTHERS 


The ALA conference in Minneap- 
olis June 20-26, 1954, was highlighted 
for school libraries by two brilliant 
social functions, a program meeting, 
and four morning discussion groups 
which considered various problems 
and phases of school library service. 

A smorgasbord dinner at the Min- 
neapolis Athletic Club on Sunday 
evening, June 20, officially opened 
the week’s program of the American 
Association of School Libraries. 
Flowers and a handsome swan, carved 
in ice, decorated the long table which 
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was loaded with Scandinavian foods 
and hors d’ouvres of countless variety. 
More than 450 members and guests 
attended, and were seated at small 
tables which permitted friendly in- 
timacy. Minnesota librarians in bright 
and authentic Scandinavian costume 
served as hostesses. Folk music by 
Audrey Landquist, pianist, and 
Jerome Fermo, violinist, and dances 
by the pupils of Linnea Osman pro- 
vided entertainment during the din- 
ner. Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire, 
AASL president, presided, and Ruth 





M. Ersted, State Supervisor of School 
Libraries in Minnesota, acted as toast- 
mistress, welcoming members to Min- 
neapolis and introducing Minnesota 
authors, school administrators, and 
visiting children’s editors. As speaker 
for the evening Marchette Chute, 
native Minnesota author, chose for 
her subject “Discovering the Person 
Behind the Writer.” She described 
the intricate and detailed research in 
which she had engaged over a period 
of three years in preparation for the 
writing of her book, Shakespeare of 
London. 

The morning discussion groups, 
held on June 21, 22, 24 and 25 at the 
Miller Vocational High School at- 
tracted audiences from 200 to 350. 
The theme for the first meeting, 
“Knowing Children, their Back- 
ground and Development,” presented 
the needs of the child and the ways 
in which the school and particularly 
the library, can meet those needs. Dis- 
cussion focused on the problems of 
the gifted child, student library as- 
sistants, closer cooperation with coun- 
selors and teachers in providing for 
individual differences among stu- 
dents, and ways of keeping informed 
on recent findings in educational 
psychology. Ingrid O. Miller, librar- 
ian, Edina-Morningside High School, 
acted as chairman, with the following 
discussion leaders: Naomi Hokanson, 
librarian, Alexander Ramsey High 
School, St. Paul; Willa Church, 
Librarian, Austin, Minnesota, High 
School; Mattie Ruth Moore, Super- 
visor of Library Service in the Dallas, 
Texas public schools; Mildred Simon- 
son, Principal, John Burroughs Ele- 
mentary School, Minneapolis, key- 
noted the discussion. 

The second discussion considered 
“Knowing Curriculum Materials at 
Different Levels of Development, 
Ability and Interest,” with Marian 
Gratz, librarian, Murray High School, 
St. Paul, as chairman. Emphasis of 
the discussion was upon the imple- 
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Photo By Blackstone 
MArcHETTE CuHutTe, author of Ben Jonson, of 
Westminster (Dutton, October 13, 1953). 





Rutu Ersrep, State Supervisor of School Li- 
braries, State Department of Education, 
St. Paul, Minn., looking over some of 
the 500 individually planted evergreens 
used as favors for the Paul Bunyan 
breakfast. 
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mentation of the use of books and 
libraries in schools, stressing the in- 
clusion of non-book materials, lists 
of human resources, making of biblio- 
graphies, expediting the flow of ma- 
terials from the library to the class- 
room, organizing these materials for 
maximum use, making selection tools 
available to teachers, and knowing 
the materials thoroughly. Discussion 
leaders were Mrs. Synova Anderson, 
librarian, Windom, Minnesota public 
schools; Loretta Kimblin, librarian, 
Junior High School, Rochester, Min- 
nesota; and Margaret Moss, Director 
of School Libraries, Madison, Wis- 
consin. Cora Paul Bomar, State 
School Library Supervisor, Raleigh, 
North Carolina, acted as resource con- 
sultant. 

Theme for the third meeting was 
“Knowing Materials for Teaching 
and Learning through School Librar- 
ies,” with Jane Strebel, librarian, 
South High School, Minneapolis, as 
chairman. Discussion leaders were 
Elizabeth Schultz, librarian, Sanford 
Junior High School, Minneapolis; 
Ruth Mitchell, librarian, Austin, 
Minnesota High School; and Helen 
Lewis, Supervisor of School Libraries, 
Cleveland, Ohio. As resource con- 
sultant Dr. Frances Henne of the 
Graduate Library School, University 
of Chicago, stated that with respect 
to the use of the library and its re- 
sources one over-all objective per- 
meates all other aims—the inculca- 
tion in young people of a genuine 
liking for libraries. That liking de- 
pends, she said, upon easy accessibil- 
ity to a good library, knowing how to 
use it, and feeling at home and at 
ease there. She stated that intregra- 
tion of library materials can be 
achieved when the librarian and 
teacher work together to identify 
specific skills and types of knowledge 
and plan actual experiences through 
which they may be introduced ef- 
fectively. 

The last discussion group consid- 
ered ‘Meeting the School Libraries’ 


October 1954 


Needs in Classification.”” The classi- 
fication needs of school libraries as 
differentiated from those of libraries 
in general were discussed. It was re- 
ported that the H. W. Wilson Stand- 
ard Catalog Services now lists the 7th 
abridged Dewey classification num- 
ber, followed by the 15th edition 
classification number. Discussion re- 
vealed a need for further study of the 
problem by many professional groups. 
It was recommended that school 
libraries shorten numbers when neces- 
sary rather than deviate from existing 
classifications. Sue Hefley, S::pervisor 
of the Materials Center, Webster 
Parish Schools,- Minden, Louisiana, 
served as chairman. Panel members 
were: David J. Haykin, Consultant, 
Classification and Subject Catalog, 
Library of Congress; Eleanor Hunger- 
ford, Director, Decimal Classification, 
Library of Congress; Dorothy West, 
Associate Editor, Standard Catalog 
for High School Libraries, H. W. 
Wilson Company, New York City; 
Virginia Drewry, Library Consultant, 
State Department of Education, At- 
lanta, Georgia; Carolyn Whitenack. 
Director of School Libraries, State 
Department of Education, Indianap- 
olis, Indiana. 


The speaker for the general (pro- 
gram) session in the Minneapolis 
Auditorium on Thursday afternoon, 
June 24, was Dr. George B. McCune, 
Professor of Social Studies at the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. Speaking on 
“Critical Thinking and Effective 
Citizenship,” he warned that few peo- 
ple in education today can ignore the 
ferment and confusion of the present 
school situation. “Growth of the in- 
dividual pupil is essential,” he said, 
“and can be kept alive by good teach- 
ers and librarians. If this is kept in 
mind, even the student with a low 
intelligence quotient can be made a 
better citizen through education.” He 
stressed the needs for analysis and 
constructive thinking, pointing out 
that fear and suspicion of contro- 
versial issues in the classroom make 
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for mediocrity in teaching. In discus- 
sing the problems of the individual 
child, he said, “Young people should 
not be forced to assume interests that 
they do not have. They should be led, 
guided, and permitted to explore. 
Guiding young people is our greatest 


challenge.” Freedom comes from crit- 
ical thinking, he pointed out, which 
involves the ability to identify cen- 
tral issues; ability to recognize the 
underlying assumptions; ability to 
evaluate evidence or authority; and 
ability to draw warranted conclusions. 
“As librarians and teachers,” he said, 
“our one resolve should be to set a 
fire in the youth—a fire that will 
help him to assume his family respon- 





sibilities and the responsibilities of 


effective citizenship.” 

At the State Assembly breakfast at 
the Radisson Hotel on Wednesday 
morning, June 23, a Paul Bunyan 
theme was carried out in pine tree 
decorations, logging camp fare and 
favors for each guest. More than 300 
attended. After bacon and eggs and 
blueberry muffins, Ingrid O. Miller, 
chairman, drew names out of a grab 
bag for prizes which had been con- 
tributed by Minneapolis business en- 
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terprises. A special gift of a Paul 
Bunyan doll was presented to Mrs. 
Alice Brooks McGuire, outgoing pres- 
ident. Mrs. McGuire presided for the 
program of the meeting, and asked 
Miss Nancy Day, incoming president 
of AASL, to call the roll for reports of 
State Assembly members. 

A hospitality center was main- 
tained throughout the conference in 
the Sheridan Hotel, where members 
and guests gathered for informal 
visiting, planning of private lunch- 
eons and dinners, tours of the city, 
and general information. The room 
was attractively decorated with photo- 
graphs of school libraries, posters, and 
the like. 

Tours of school libraries were con- 
ducted on Wednesday afternoon, 
June 23. 

The AASL program for the confer- 
ence was arranged and conducted by 
the following Local Planning Com- 
mittee: Ingrid O. Miller, chairman; 
Marion Gratz, Naomi Hokanson, 
Ruth Ersted, Jane Strebel, Ruth Mar- 
fel, Gertrude Hartung, Helen Stub, 
Edith Hesser, Helen Ulvestad, Mary 
Lou Walkup, Karlotte Thompson, 
and Audrey LaFavor. 





Left to Right—Francis Jaques, artist for Canoe Country; Ingrid O. Miller, Local Chairman 
AASL convention planning Committee; Mrs. Carol Ryrie Brink, author of Caddie Wood- 
lawn, at Smorgasbord. Other members of local AASL convention planning Committee 
were Marion Gratz, Naomi Hokanson, Ruth Ersted, Jane Strebel, Ruth Marfel, Gertrude 
Hartung, Helen Stub, Edith Hesser, Helen Ulvestad, Mary Lou Walkup, Karlotte 
Thompson, and Audrey LaFavor. 
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State Activities 


Thirty-seven members of the State 
Assembly reported activities of their 
associations at the Paul Bunyan 
breakfast on June 23 and the Busi- 
ness meeting the following day. All 
presented records of active programs 
in various fields of school library 
work. 

Alabama and Tennessee had had 
local authors highlighting their an-- 
nual meeting programs. Arkansas had 
put on some successful book fairs. 
Kentucky was concentrating its work 
on bookmobiles. Arizona reported 
that the state is integrating its schools 
to eliminate segregation. 

Arkansas, Indiana and Texas re- 
ported great growth in their student 
assistants’ groups, and Georgia, Mary- 
land, Mississippi, and New Mexico, 
the organization of such groups with- 
in the last year. Oklahoma was con- 
centrating on the work of student as- 
sistants, and in South Carolina the 
students’ group had set up a scholar- 
ship fund for training in librarian- 
ship to be put into operation in the 
school year 1955-56. 

Many state associations are working 
hard toward the improvement of 
school library standards in their areas. 
California, Louisiana, New Hamp- 
shire, North Dakota and Vermont 
being particularly active in this re- 
gard. 

In many states, the most urgent 
concern was improvement of school 
library quarters. Colorado reported a 
big building program in Denver, with 
special attention to library space and 
equipment; Georgia, a 280 million 
dollar building project; Connecticut 
had been concentrating on _ recog- 
nition of library quarters in building 
programs. 

State groups in Iowa, Missouri, 
New Mexico and Ohio reported their 
greatest need to be the appointment 
of state school library supervisors, 
and had bent their efforts to that end, 
while the Pennsylvania school library 


October 1954 


association felt that its greatest ac- 
complishment within the last two 
years had been the securing of a 
supervisor. 

Connecticut was proud to report 
that its state requirements for certifi- 
cation had been raised. The North 
Carolina group was working with 
various educational organizations 
toward legislation for improving the 
school library program. In South Da- 
kota the problem is better training 
for librarianship to meet the stand- 
ards of the North Central Associa- 
tion. 

In Florida the state association 
worked toward two goals: more ele- 
mentary school libraries with trained 
librarians, and increased cooperation 
with the audio-visual people. The 
California groups were actively con- 
cerned with recruitment and courses 
in librarianship in the state teachers 
colleges. 

The California school librarians 
cooperated with the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Develop- 
ment, the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English and the Audio-Visual 
conference, all of which held meet- 
ings in Los Angeles during the year. 

The Illinois Association of School 
Librarians reported that its statement 
on intellectual freedom had attracted 
wide attention, and that a part of its 
phrasing had served as a basis for the 
AASL statement on book selection in 
defense of freedom in schools of a 
democracy. 

The Michigan Association of School 
Librarians reported unusual accom- 
plishment in its cooperation with 
other agencies to reestablish the 
Beecher Community School, which 
had been demolished by the tornado 
in that area. 

Kentucky and Nebraska school 
librarians worked on _ bibliographies, 
and the New Jersey group on a bibli- 
ography of minimum requirements. 

All state associations reporting told 
of close cooperation with their state 

(Continued on page 20) 








SUMMARY OF ACTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS! 


Three meetings of the AASL Board 
of Directors were held during the 
Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association in Minneapolis, 
June 20-26, 1954. The following ac- 
tion was taken at the first meeting 
on June 20, in the Radisson Hotel. 

The current financial statement as 
prepared by the ALA Comptroller 
and a tentative budget for the fiscal 
year 1954-55 were approved for pre- 
sentation and acceptance at the Busi- 
ness meeting on June 25. 

The President was authorized to 
name a Resolutions Committee for 
the Minneapolis Conference, and the 
following were appointed: Gertrude 
James and Mrs. Alice Sturgis, parlia- 
mentarian. 


Louise Meredith, Chairman of the 
Committee to appoint a Nominating 
Committee, was authorized to com- 
plete that committee with a strong 
recommendation that only such per- 
sons as could attend both the Mid- 
winter and Annual conferences be 
appointed. (This Committee was 
later formed to include: Sybil Baird, 
Chairman; Elenoro Alexander, Ber- 
nice Wiese, Gladys Lees and Sarah 
Jones.) 

After a report from Mrs. Alice 
Brooks McGuire that Mrs. Rachael 
Wingfield DeAngelo, former Execu- 
tive Secretary of AASL, was unable 
to attend the conference because of 
impending surgery at Johns Hopkins 
University Hospital, it was 

VOTED, That the Board send 
flowers to Mrs. DeAngelo in the name 
of the officers, Board, and member- 
ship of AASL. 


Summary of action taken by the AASL Board of 
Directors at the Minneapolis Conference is printed 
here in accordance with Article V, Section 4 of the 
AASL constitution. Full minutes of the Board of 
Directors and Business meetings are sent to all mem- 
bers of the State Assembly. Copies are on file at 
AASL Headquarters where they may be consulted. 
Copies are also available to any member of the As- 
sociation who asks to be put on the mailing list to 
receive them. 
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Various candidates and _ possible 
candidates for the position of execu- 
tive secretary were discussed, with the 
Board in agreement that the new 
AASL executive secretary assume the 
position at the G13 level as classified 
by the ALA. Procedures for further 
action in the selection of an execu- 
tive secretary were adopted. 


At the second meeting of the Board 
of Directors at the Nicollet Hotel on 
June 22, with Councilors, Committee 
Chairmen, and State Assembly, the 
Board approved the reports of 
Rachael DeAngelo on AASL partici- 
pation in the AASA Conference in 
Atlantic City, February 13-18 and in 
the ASCD Conference in Los Angeles, 
March 7-12, as read and _ supple- 
mented by Sara Jaffarian and Eliza- 
beth O. Williams respectively. The 
Board recognized the importance of 
AASL participation in future con- 
ferences of these associations. 

The report of Mariana Welkin on 
the annual study conference of the 
Association for Childhood Education 
International at St. Paul, April 26-30, 
which she had attended unofficially, 
was heard with interest. 

At the request of Elenora Alexan- 
der, member of the Committee on 
Book Selection in Defense of Free- 
dom in Schools of a Democracy, it 
was recommended that the statement 
on freedom to read, prepared by that 
committee, be recommended for 
adoption by the membership at the 
Business meeting. 

At the request of H. Jean Ander- 
son, Chairman of the Constitution 
Committee, it was 

VOTED, That the Constitution 
Committee be authorized to revise 
the Constitution, incorporating into 
the body of the document all of the 
amendments published in the May 
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issue of SCHOOL LIBRARIES, for 
final presentation to the membership 
at the Midwinter 1955 meeting; and 
that the same committee complete 
the work. 


After discussion of the problems of 
the Publications Committee as _pre- 
sented by Dorothy Schumacher, 
Chairman, it was 


VOTED, That the AASL president 
clarify the position of that committee 
in regard to its advisory capacity in 
relation to revision of the basic book 
lists by the ALA Publishing Depart- 
ment by writing to the head of that 
department requesting that the school 
librarians’ point of view be consulted 
in the initial planning of such re- 
visions. 

At the request of Alice Fedder, 
Chairman of the Committee on Com- 
mittees, it was 

VOTED, That a tentative commit- 
tee be set up to set the stage for build- 
ing a permanent Committee on Com- 
mittees, with the end that its own 
functions be more definitely under- 
stood. 


At the open Board meeting in the 
Radisson Hotel on June 26, a tenta- 
tive gudget of $22,200.00 for the year 
1954-55 was accepted. 

An allowance of $1,000.00 was 
voted for the Membership Committee 
for the current year. 

Authorization was given to the 
Elementary School Libraries Commit- 
tee for the expenditure of $350.00 for 
an elementary school library leaflet 
in mimeographed form. 

The Board went on record as ex- 
pressing interest in and commenda- 
tion for the work of Georgia Sealoff 
in Japan. 

The progress report of Blanche 
Janecek, Chairman of the AASL-CEP 
Committee to cooperate with the 
Citizens Education Project of Colum- 
bia University, was accepted. 

The Board heard the progress re- 
port of Ruth Ersted, Co-chairman 
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with Dr. Frances Henne of the Com- 
mittee to Revise School Library 
Standards, and instructed Mrs. Mc- 
Guire to investigate at ALA Head- 
quarters methods of approaching 
foundations for a grant to finance 
the work of the committee. 


The report of Ingrid Miller, Chair- 
man of the Local Planning Commit- 
tee for the conference, giving income 
of $2,025.60 from sale of tickets plus 
$500.00 allotment from AASL, and 
expenditures estimated at $2,406.00, 
leaving a net balance of approxi- 
mately $100, was commended. 

Plans for AASL participation in 
the meeting of the American Associa- 
tion of Colleges for Teacher Educa- 
tion, to be held in Chicago, February 
22-24, 1955 were accepted as presented 
by Mrs. Lois T. Place, AASL repre- 
sentative to the Coordinating Com- 
mittee of AACTE. 

The progress report of the Inter- 
divisional Committee on Cataloging 
and Classification, as presented by 
Virginia Drewry, was approved. 

Continuing membership in AASL 
was approved for Elizabeth White- 
man, of Evanston, Illinois, as per in- 
vitation written her on March 16, 
1954, by Rachael DeAngelo. 

The function of the Committee on 
Committees was established as a scope 
and correlation committee to study 
the work of other committees and 
decide whether such committees are 
staying within the scope assigned to 
them by the Board. Miss Fedder’s 
proposal for the preparation of a 
manual of procedures was approved. 

The report of Anna Clark Kennedy 
on the Conference of National Or- 
ganizations, April 5-7, 1954 in Harri- 
man, New York, (Arden House Con- 
ference) was read and approved. Con- 
sideration of participation in the 
White House Conference on Educa- 
tion was postponed pending further 
information to be obtained from 
ALA Headquarters. 


(Continued on page 20) 





SUMMARY OF ACTION AT THE BUSINESS MEETING 
JUNE 24, 1954! 


At the Business Meeting in the 
Minneapolis Auditorium on Friday 
afternoon, June 25, Mrs. Alice Brooks 
McGuire, President, was presented 
with a new gavel by the Local Plan- 
ning Committee. 

Flavel Barnes, of the CARE office 
in New York City, explained the pro- 
gram of the CARE Book Fund, which 
is two-fold: the compilation of a bib- 
liography of book needs in foreign 
libraries and universities; and the 
sending of packages of children’s 
books to foreign libraries. She report- 
ed that the children’s books are wel- 
comed by both adults and children, 
particularly books on English lan- 
guage instruction, and thanked ALA 
and AASL for their support. 

Mrs. Lucile Raley, Treasurer and 
Chairman of the Budget Committee, 
read her report, which was accepted 
as presented. 

Mrs. Martha Smith Marble, Super- 
visor of Elementary School Libraries 
in the Schools Department of the 
Public Library, Elyria, Ohio, was in- 
troduced as the recipient of this year’s 
E. P. Dutton-John Macrae Award fon 
Advanced Study in the field of Li- 
brary Work with Children and Young 
People. 

The reports of State 
members were completed. 

Mary Frances McManus, Chairman 
of the Elections Committee, reported 
the election of the following officers 
and councilors.:? 

Vice-President and President-elect: 
Mrs. Dilla W. MacBean 

Treasurer: Myrtle N. Dunlap 

Board of Directors: 

Region 2: Dr. Maul Minster 
Region 3: Sara Jaffarian 
Region 5: Florence K. Burry 
Region 6: Margaret C. Rehring 


Assembly 





1§ee footnote page 10. 
“Complete list of officers with their positions ap- 
pears on the inside back cover. 
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Councilors to ALA: 
Esther R. Barth 
Ingrid O. Miller 
Elizabeth Lee Morgan 
Beatrice Paddock 
Evelyn C. Thornton 


The following committee reports 
were presented and received with in- 
terest and appreciation: 


AUDIO-VISUAL COMMITTEE. 
Olive DeBruler, Co-Chairman, re- 
ported for this committee. A tele- 
vision program was produced and 
kinescoped at the University of IIli- 
nois on March 23, on the subject of 
recruitment for librarianship and the 
work of AASL. Ira Peskind, Co-Chair- 
man of the committee, Alice Lohrer 
and Rachael DeAngelo prepared the 
program, and Miss Lohrer and Mrs. 
DeAngelo appeared in it. The com- 
mittee presented the viewpoint of 
school librarians on the subject of in- 
structional materials centers to the 
Department of Audio-Visual Instruc- 
tion of the NEA. A quarterly infor- 
mational column on_ audio-visual 
news was started in School Libraries. 
Future plans include the making of 
a film, filmstrip or kinescope on the 
instructional materials center. 


COMMITTEE ON BOOK SELEC- 
TION IN DEFENSE OF LIBERTY 
IN SCHOOLS OF A DEMOCRACY. 
Elenora Alexander, representing Mrs. 
Grace Dunkley, Chairman, gave the 
report and read the statement of the 
School Library Bill of Rights pre- 
pared by the committee. The report 
was accepted; a slight revision in the 
wording in the statement of the Bill 
of Rights was voted, and it is under- 
stood that the statement will be sub- 
mitted to several educational organ- 
izations for evaluation before final 
adoption. 
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COMMITTEE ON COMMIT- 
TEES. Alice Fedder, Chairman re- 
ported on the work of her committee, 
and noted the following matters to 
be brought before the Board of Direc- 
tors at a later date: clarification of 
the functions of the committee; 
analysis of correspondence at the 
Headquarters office to ascertain the 
need and functions of a proposed 
Bibliography and Materials Commit- 
tee; and the development of a guide 
or manual for committee chairman 
and committee members. 


CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE. 
H. Jean Anderson, Chairman, report- 
ed that the ASSL Constitution was in 
process of complete revision to incor- 
porate in the body of the instrument 
the amendments published in the 
May 1954 issue of School Libraries, 
the revision to be published in School 
Libraries in time for voting by the 
membership at the Midwinter 1955 
meeting. 


ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LI- 
BRARIES COMMITTEE. In the ab- 
sence of Lois Fannin, Chairman, Mrs. 
Lucile Raley read the committee re- 
port, which urged that elementary 
librarians be represented on_ the 
Standards Committee, and announced 
the completion of copy for a leaflet 
on elementary school libraries for ap- 
proval by the Board. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE. A mimeographed re- 
port from Jean Lowrie, Chairman, 
told of the work of that committee 
with the International Relations 
Committee of the Division of Librar- 
ies for Children and Young People 
for the CARE Book program, and re- 
ported two new Canadian CARE 
Book packages. The committee com- 
mended the article on “School Li- 
braries in the United States through 
the Eyes of a Philippine Librarian,” 
by Glicerin Dimaculangan in the De- 
cember 1953 issue of School Libraries. 
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MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE. 
Sara Jaffarian, Chairman, reported 
the AASL membership as of May 31, 
1954 at 3,990, putting AASL in third 
place among the ALA divisions. She 
presented a map which showed the 
growth in membership by state and 
region, and asked for a renewed mem- 
bership drive to bring the total up to 
5,000 by next Midwinter. 


PLANNING SCHOOL LIBRARY 
QUARTERS. Arline Young reported 
for Raymond G. Erbes, Jr., Chairman, 
telling of the collection of plans, 
blueprints, photographs, etc., which 
AASL had set up at Headquarters 
for loan; of the preparation by Mr. 
Erbes of the article on “Housing the 
School Library” which was published 
in the April 1954 issue of THE NA- 
TIONS SCHOOLS, and which had 
been reprinted by AASL for distribu- 
tion at 25 cents per copy (250 having 
been sold from Headquarters to 
date); of plans for the writing of an 
article on remodeling space to pro- 
vide school library quarters. She gave 
the highlights of the Preconference 
on Buildings held in St. Paul June 
19-20, which was attended by many 
leading architects. 


PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE. 
Dorothy Schumacher, Chairman, pre- 
sented the results of the questionnaire 
sent out by her committee to de- 
termine the use of the basic book 
lists, and made the following recom- 
mendations: that the lists be revised 
more frequently; that a permanent 
committee be set up to cooperate 
with the ALA Publishing Department 
in the revision of the lists; that there 
be no major change in the nature or 
size of the lists and that their price 
be kept low; that the magazine list 
and audio-visual lists be continued 
and if possible enlarged. 


RECRUITMENT COMMITTEE. 
In the absence of Wilma Bennett, 
Chairman, Geneva Travis reported 
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satisfactory progress in the prepara- 
tion of a new and up-to-date folder 
on recruitment for librarianship, be- 
ing prepared for the committee by 


Chase Dane, of the ALA Booklist 


staff. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES. Sybil 
Baird, retiring editor, introduced the 
new editor, Norris McClellan, to the 
membership. 


STATISTICS COMMITTEE. 
Mary Louise Mann, Chairman, re- 
ported the results of a survey con- 
ducted by her committee and the 
Elementary School Library Commit- 
tee to determine the extent of labora- 
tory school libraries in teacher-train- 
ing institutions throughout the coun- 
try, and other pertinent data. Of 171 
questionnaires returned, 66 schools 
reported such programs, 104 none. 
Miss Mann stated that she believed 
the questionnnaire had helped to 
bring the problem to the attention 
of teacher-training institutions. 


TECHNICAL PROCESSES COM- 
MITTEE. Mrs. Effie N. LaPlante, 
Chairman, presented the results of a 
survey undertaken by her committee 
which showed that school librarians 
from 48 states prefer subject headings 
with popular terminology, and that a 
check with children’s and adult librar- 
ians in four San Diego, California 
branch libraries confirmed the prefer- 
ence. 


ALA DIVISIONAL RELATIONS 
COMMITTEE. Mrs. Dilla W. Mac- 
Bean, AASL representative on this 
committee, reported matters under 
consideration, which include a re- 
organization of the ALA Executive 
Board to consist of its own officers, 
the executive secretaries of the di- 
visions, three people from the mem- 
bership at large, and one person to be 
elected by each division, to make for 
better representation on the board. 
Another proposal is that the ALA 
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executive secretary and division ex- 
ecutive secretaries attend ALA Board 
meetings without the right to vote. 
Under consideration is a request that 
all divisions of ALA specify in their 
constitutions that their executive sec- 
retaries be chosen by their boards in 
consultation with the ALA executive 
secretary. These matters will be voted 
on at the 1955 Midwinter meeting. 


The final report of Mrs. Rachael 
Wingfield DeAngelo as Executive 
Secretary of AASL was accepted as 
published in the May 1954 issue ot 
School Libraries. 


Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire gave 
her final report as retiring president 
of AASL, highlighting the year’s work 
as reflected in the reports of commit- 
tees, and expressed her extreme grati- 
tude for and appreciation of the 
work, cooperation and spirit of the 
membership. She expressed the hope 
that the membership would be in- 
formed soon of the Board’s choice 
and appointment of a new executive 
secretary. Mrs. McGuire then handed 
the gavel, symbol of office, to Nancy 
Jane Day, incoming president. 


Miss Day made a gracious accept- 
ance speech, commending the work 
of the organization.and looking for- 
ward to her year as president of 
AASL. She urged the participation of 
every member in an increased mem- 
bership drive, and asked for sug- 
gestions and cooperation from every 
member in the future work of the 
association. 


Gertrude James presented the fol- 
lowing resolutions of appreciation, 
which were unanimously accepted: to 
Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire as retir- 
ing President; to the retiring mem- 
bers of the Board of Directors; to the 
Minneapolis Planning Committee 
and the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
Visitors Convention Bureau; to the 
donors to the AASL participation in 
the NEA convention; to the Interim 
Advisory Committee for its work in 


School Libraries 








ee ae ee bo 


a, 


1€ 





guiding the Headquarters office in 
the absence of an executive secretary; 
and to Mr. David Clift, ALA Execu- 
tive Secretary and all of the Head- 
quarters staff, for their kindness and 
cooperation with the office during 
the absence of an executive secretary. 
Mrs. McGuire proposed a verbal vote 
of thanks to Mrs. Alice Sturgis, par- 
liamentarian, for her generous and 
professional advice during the past 
and at this conference. This was spon- 
taneously done. 





The Good Neighbors 


We seldom realize the true worth 
of our neighbors until an emergency 
confronts us. Then the sterling qual- 
ities of those about us become ap 
parent. 


Last March, as President of AASL, 
I was faced with the loss of our Exec- 
utive Secretary, that peerless person 
who serves as the hearthstone, the 
telephone, and the keystone of any 
national organization. In saying this 
I do not intend to minimize the im- 
portance of the other officers but 
merely to indicate how we in our 
scattered locales need so much the 
coordinating, executive and commun- 
icating services of a secretary in a 
central headquarters. Therefore, the 
loss of Mrs. DeAngelo was indeed an 
emergency. Perhaps I dreamed for a 
while that a little bundle of execu- 
tive sunshine would appear on my 
doorstep some morning, but as weeks 
passed and none did, this emergency 
became a crisis! 

It was then that I discovered the 
value of good neighbors. Olive Car- 
ruthers, Mrs. DeAngelo’s secretary, 
continued to carry on valiantly,— 
far beyond the call of duty, so that 
there would be no backsliding in our 
affairs of state. Correspondence was 
always arriving, membership was 
mounting, calls for help and counsel 
needed attention, and the Minneap- 
olis Conference was looming large. It 
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was impossible for Mrs. Carruthers 
to handle so many varied duties, but 
we are happy to report that there 
have been good neighbors around 
Chicago to help her. The Local Ad- 
visory Committee that I appointed 
under the able chairmanship of Dilla 
MacBean, our President-elect, became 
a veritable life-saver. Because of their 
generous services, I want to tender 
my thanks publicly to Myrtle Ellis, 
Hazelle Anderson, Ira Peskind, Effie 
LaPlante, Ray Erbes, and Dilla Mac- 
Bean. 


But there was one good neighbor 
that I found right across the street, 
or, more strictly speaking, just over 
the state line in Arkansas. Mrs. Mari- 
ana McAllister had been teaching in 
the University of Texas Library 
School while her husband completed 
the work for his doctorate. A year 
ago this fall when Dr. McAllister ac- 
cepted a position in Arkansas, we lost 
a fine teacher, but the neighborliness 
remained. I called Mariana at nine 
o'clock one Sunday evening and asked 
her to serve as interim secretary to 
see us through the difficult days lead- 
ing up to the June Conference. She 
left Dr. McAllister to shift for him 
self, sacrificed the early spring of the 
Southwest, and, braving the blustery 
winds of Chicago, and the unknown 
melee of our headquarters office, gave 
unstintingly of herself and her com- 
petence for AASL. In the brief span 
of a month all of the essentials were 
accomplished and a long-range pro- 
gram for stream-lining office pro- 
cedures set up. It is to Mrs. Mc- 
Allister’s own credit and because of 
the friendliness of all those who 
helped that she could make this com- 
ment when her brief term of service 
was over, “I never worked so hard in 
my life, but I loved every single min- 
ute of it!” 


It is with heart-felt gratitude that 
I can look back to the spring and 
say, “Thank heaven for good neigh- 
bors.” ALICE Brooks McGuire 
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MARIANA KENNEDY McALLISTER AGREES TO SERVE 
AS INTERIM SECRETARY 


MarIANA KENNEDY MCALLISTER 


Mrs. Mariana Kennedy McAllister 
represents the third generation of 
librarians in her family; her mother 
and grandmother were librarians be- 
fore her. 


She holds an A.B. degree from But- 
ler University, a B.S. in Library 
Science from Columbia University 
and a M.A. from Teachers College, 
Columbia University. Her experience 
as a librarian has been stimulating 
and varied. She began her library 
career at the Indianapolis Public 
Library. She has organized two 
libraries, the Child Welfare Division 
Library of the American Legion Na- 
tional Headquarters, and the library 
at the Indiana State School for the 
Deaf. At Teachers College Library, 
Columbia University she served in 
turn as acting head of the Social 
Science Reading Room, assistant to 
the Readers Advisor, and as a refer- 
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ence librarian. Mrs. McAllister was 
for several years a high school librar- 
ian in Manhasset, Long Island. She 
has taught library science at Trenton 
State Teachers College and the Uni- 
versity of Texas. 

In 1950 she married Dr. McAllister 
and moved to Texas. Since 1953 her 
husband has been Director of the 
Reading Program under the Ford 
Foundation at Arkansas Polytechnic 
College at Russellville, Arkansas. Dur- 
ing the years at Russellville, Mrs. Mc- 
Allister has spent much of her time 
as a homemaker, but she also has 
been writing a book. 

Again we have cause to be grateful 
to Mrs. Mariana McAllister. She has 
agreed to serve as interim secretary of 
AASL for the months of October and 
November. 





Alice Brooks McGuire 


I am sure I am expressing the feel- 
ing and thinking of the members of 
the AASL when I express our deep 
appreciation to Mrs. Alice Brooks 
McGuire for her fine leadership dur- 
ing the past year. The membership 
has grown and the AASL has con- 
tinued its work toward improve- 
ment of library service for children 
and young people. The members 
expressed this feeling when they 
adopted the resolutions at Minneap- 
olis. Resolution VI states: RE- 
SOLVED, That to our retiring presi- 
dent, Mrs. Alice Brooks McGuire, 
there is tendered appreciation im- 
measureable to a leader blessed with 
rare ability, skilled in administration 
yet attributing her own achievements 
to others, dynamic in inspiring co- 
operation by her own example, 
friendly and democratic in every act. 
To this resolution is appended an 
important amendment—OUR LOVE. 

Nancy JANE Day, President. 
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AASL At NEA 


Our Association was particularly 
active during the month of June. Hot 
on the heels of the exciting program 
at Minneapolis, AASL participated at 
NEA’s Convention in New York City. 
The fostering of two such major 
events, so close together was made 
possible through the fine cooperation 
of Helen Sattley, Supervisor of School 
Libraries in New York City, assisted 
by a group of school librarians in 
that area. 

The following two programs were 
presented at NEA: 


Wednesday, June 30, 2:00 P. M. 
New Techniques in Library Teaching 


The School Library as a Workshop 
and Teaching Medium: Martin Ross- 
off (Chairman), Librarian, James 
Madison High School, Brooklyn. 

Learning to Use the Library in the 
Elementary Grades: Georgianna 
Maar, Librarian, Stratford Avenue 
School, Garden City. 

Unit Lessons in the Junior High 
School Library: I. Elizabeth Stafford, 
Librarian, Port Chester Junior High 
School, Port Chester. 

Teaching Correlated Lessons in the 
Vocational High School: Lillian L. 
Shapiro, Librarian, Woodroww Wil- 
son Vocational High School, New 
York City. 

Integrating Library Instruction in 
the High School: Julia Novotny, 
Librarian, John Adams High School, 
New York City. 

The Role of the Classroom Teach- 
er: Murray Rockowitz, Teacher of 
English, James Madison High School, 
Brooklyn. 

Recorder: Dorothy Ash, Librarian, 
High School, Cedar Falls, Iowa. 

Thursday, July 1, 2:00 P.M. 


Behind the Scenes in Children’s 
Book Publishing 


The Role of the Illustrator: Marcia 
Brown, Author-Artist. 
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What Does The Editor Do? Eliza- 
beth Hamilton, Juvenile Editor, Wil- 
liam Morrow and Company. 

Writing Books for Boys and Girls: 
John R. Tunis, Author. 

Chairman: Helen H. Sattley, Di- 
rector, School Library Service, New 
York City. 

Recorder: Edna Durbin, Librarian, 
Junior High School, Moscow, Idaho. 

Miss Sattley had these interesting 
comments to make on the programs: 

“We were pleased with both panels. 
Mrs. Hamilton and Mr. Tunis were 
both excellent as usual, and Mr. 
Tunis was in his finest form in a 
beautiful, challenging talk. When 
Marcia Brown spoke in a quiet, as- 
sured, imaginative address which re- 
vealed her as an inspired artist, the 
audience was pretty well spell-bound. 
We had a rich afternoon! 

“The panel on techniques gave a 
great deal of information concerning 
the work of the library in the mod- 
ern school. It was challenged on two 
points: it concerned just large schools, 
—no 200-pupil schools, and it made 
no brief for the use of audio-visual 
materials. The first challenge is valid 
and should be considered_in future 
meetings. However, it had. been felt 
that what is going on in these large 
or larger schools is important for the 
great breadth of the program they 
can reveal to smaller schools that 
might be able to adopt in scale or in 
part what was presented. 

“The second challenge also has 
validity and should have future con- 
sideration. It was interesting to note 
that, to a man, this group of experts 
minimized the use of audio-visual 
materials in library teaching, even 
after they had experimented with and 
had available most of the materials 
in this field. Are the materials ap- 
propriate? Have they been over- 
emphasized in this phase of teaching? 
Are there uses to which we have not 
put them but should explore? These 
are questions worth pursuing. 
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“We had between 100-150 at the 
techniques meeting and about 175 at 


the books meeting,—pretty good 

when one considered all the counter 

attractions of NEA and New York 

City.” 

Consultant ‘service and _ exhibit 
materials were provided and staffed 
by a corps of school librarians. 
Through the cooperation of Mr. 
Thomas McLaughlin, AASL shared 
space with the Combined Book Ex- 
hibit. We felt that this arrangement 
was especially wise because in this 
way school library service would be 
interpreted to teachers and adminis- 
trators within the appropriate con- 
text of a good book collection. 

It would have been financially im- 
possible to have participated in the 
NEA Convention had it not been for 
the generosity of several! publishers 
and library supply houses, who felt 
that it was of major importance for 
AASL to highlight its role in pro- 
moting good library service to schools 
throughout the country. The donors 
to whom our sincere thanks are due 
are these: 

F. E. Compton & Co., 1000 North Dearborn 
Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 

Enclycopedia Britannica, 425 North Mich- 
igan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois. 

Follett Library Book Co., 1257 Wabash Ave- 
nue, Chicago 5, Illinois. 

Encyclopedia Americana, 2 West 45th Street, 
New York, New York. 

The United Educators, Inc., 
House, Lake Bluff, Illinois. 
Collier’s Encyclopedia, 640 5th Avenue, New 

York 19, New York. 

The Grolier Society, 125 South 5th Avenue, 
Mount Vernon, New York. 

Demco Library Supplies, Box 1070, Madison 
1, Wisconsin. 

Field Enterprises, Inc., Educational Division, 
Merchandise Mart Plaza, Chicago 54, 
Illinois. 

Bro-Dart Industries, 58 East Alpine Street, 
Neward 5, New Jersey. 

Simon & Schuster, Inc., 630 
New York 20, New York. 

Library Journal, 62 West 45th Street, New 
York 36, New York. 

Franklin Watts, Inc., 699 Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York. 


Publishers 


5th Avenue, 
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AUDIO-VISUAL NOTES 


Projectionists 

A revised edition of the pamphlet 
“A B C’s of Visual Aids and Projec- 
tionist’s Manual” by Philip Mannino 
is available from the Pennsylvania 
State College. Practice film and pro- 
jectionists pins are also available at 
little cost. 

The Minnesota Department of Edu- 
cation will have a handbook for pro- 
jectionists, teachers, and librarians 
who are unfamiliar with the audio- 
visual field. This pamphlet, aimed at 
standardizing the qualification train- 
ing goals and awards for projectionists 
in the state of Minnesota will be help- 
ful to coordinators. Watch for the 
publication. 


Filmstrips 

The Text-Film Department of Mc- 
Graw-Hill Co., 330 West 42nd Street, 
New York 36, N. Y., has issued a new 
series of filmstrips of special interest. 
The company has described them as: 
“Six new sound filmstrips to stimu- 
late children to build good work 
habits through dramatic appeal and 
pupil participation. By dramatizing 
typical situations in an interesting 
way, the filmstrips provide motiva- 
tion for self-analysis of work habits 
and an interest in improving them.” 


Filmstrip Viewer 


Cheap but ingenious is the adapta- 
tion of an audio-visual device for in- 
dividual student use described by Miss 
Ethel Wood, Librarian of Jefferson 
Junior High School of Oak Ridge, 
Tennessee. “A group of students 
made a previewing box for use with 
filmstrips and slides which has proved 
to be one of the most popular pieces 
of equipment in our library. A card- 
board box 12 x 12 x 18 inches was 
used. One end was cut out, and the 
other openings taped up. The oppo- 
site end was lined with white paper, 
and the remaining interior with black 


paper. 
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With the box placed on one end 
of a library table and the filmstrip 
projector on the other, one or two 
students can view a filmstrip without 
darkening a room. This is often an 
important part of the preparation for 
a class project.” 


Phonograph Records 

The Children’s Reading Service, 
1078 St. John’s Place, Brooklyn 13, 
New York, a distributor of children’s 
records, has a new annotated 1954 
list of phonograph records for the 
kindergarten through senior high 
school. The list is classified “instru- 
mental,” “language arts,” “folk mu- 
sic,” “social studies,” “‘vocal,”’ etc. The 
list, free to schools, may be obtained 
by writing to the above address. 

Another record distributor, Enrich- 
ment Records, 246 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, N. Y., specializes in dramatized 
recordings of historical and literary 
events. Addressed to students in grades 
9-14, the records are especially useful 
in social science and English classes. 
The company claims that the records 
“have been tested with groups of 
young people to assure not only a 
high degree of interest level, but also 
an understanding of the scope of the 
event being portrayed.” 

“World History” is the subject of 
the various series of recordings issued 
by Audio-Classroom Services, 323 
South Franklin, Chicago, Illinois. Al- 
though their history recordings are 
made with the high school student in 
mind, they appeal to the elementary 
student as well. 


Catalog Cards for Records 

Until recently the only source of 
printed cards for phonograph records 
was the Library of Congress. Unfortu- 
nately, L. C., at present, issues cards 
for current releases only, and too few 
cards are now available. However, 
Library Music Services, 4107 Seven- 
teenth Street, San Francisco 14, Cali- 
fornia, has a policy of sending a com- 
plete set of catalog cards with each 
phonograph record bought at list 
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price. The cards follow L. C. rules 
and are very carefully and accurately 
produced. We see a disadvantage in 
that one cannot take advantage of the 
current 30% to 40°% discounts avail- 
able in some large cities for long play- 
ing records. Music is the only medium 
represented, and the cards may be too 
complex for and ill-adapted to the 
simple teaching needs of the school 
library. To many busy librarians the 
important advantage of having a set 
of cards issued with each record pur- 
chased is such a time saver that this 
advantage alone outweighs the dis- 
advantages. This same company spe- 
cializes in advising libraries on record 
selection, the purchase of sound 
equipment, and any other problems 
concerned with recorded music. 





Joint-Action Committees 


A recent and very heartening de- 
velopment which will be good news 
to school librarians participating in 
a Unity of Materials type of library 
service is the forming of joint com- 
mittees, both among the various di- 
visions within ALA and_ between 
ALA and the DAVI of NEA. This 
development is particularly encour- 
aging when it is understood that, al- 
though their stated purposes and 
functions have been identical, on 
many occasions their activities have 
actually been contradictory and at 
cross purposes—a situation that must 
be confusing to school administra- 
tors, teachers, and librarians who are 
on the receiving end of indoctrina- 
tion from all the organizations. 

That these differences may be re- 
solved and that the experiences of 
librarians on the one hand, and 
audio-visual specialists on the other, 
may be pooled is the hope of the 
leaders in the trend toward greater 
co-operation. During the summer a 
joint committee was set up between 
the Audio-Visual Board of ALA and 
the Cataloging and Classification Di- 
vision. A member of the AASL Au- 
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dio-Visual Committee will represent 
school librarians on the committee. 
Another joint committee is being 
formed of representatives from audio- 
visual groups within ALA and DAVI. 
Among projects to be undertaken will 


be the publishing of qualitative 
standards for Instructional Materials 
Centers. 





State Activities 
(Continued from page 9) 

library and education associations, 
both in their yearly work and in their 
annual meetings, arranging panel dis- 
cussions, furnishing library consult- 
ants, planning joint conferences with 
administrators, supervisors, and other 
specialized groups. 

Virginia reported the establishment 
of a scholarship honoring C. W. Dick- 
inson, Virginia State Supervisor from 
1924-52, and the Washington group 
scholarships for women students in 
Japan. 

The Library Section of the Ten- 
nessee Education Association had 
Ruth Harshaw at one of its meetings, 
where she did a program with local 
children for broadcast this fall on 
the Carnival of Books. 

The Kansas Association of School 
Librarians reported the formulation 
of a Code of Ethics, at the request of 
people in 35 states and Canada, which 
has received wide commendation. 

And in Minnesota, the Association 
of School Librarians pointed proudly 
to its share in the planning for the 
Annual Conference of the American 
Library Association and the confer- 
ence program for AASL. 





Action of Board Directors 
(Continued from page 11) 

The recommendations of Sybil 
Baird, Editor, for the future conduct 
of School Libraries were approved 
with the exception of withdrawal of 
application for second-class mailing 
permit from the Chicago Post Office 
and entering at the Birmingham 
Post Office. 
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Our Appreciation 


We are proud of School Libraries, 
our professional journal! As we scan 
the various issues from the first slim 
leaflets to the current atractive and 
richly-packed booklets, arriving at 
our desk each quarter, we realize 
what a difficult but capable job our 
past editor, Sybil Baird, has done. 
She has made School Libraries all that 
it should be,—a far-reaching channel 
of communication to all our mem- 
bers, tuning them in on the exciting 
activities that punctuate the rapid 
growth of our young Association. It 
is a two-way channel, too, pointing 
up developments, progress and new 
ideas in our field of service. 

Our thanks to you, Sybil, for your 
splendid work! We know that you 
have worked hard, but we trust that 
your achievements tell you how 
worthwhile your efforts have been. 
We greet your successor, Miss Norris 
McClellan!, of the Louisiana State 
University Library School Faculty, 
and know that she will carry on the 
distinguished pattern you have set. 

AuIcE Brooks McGuIRE 





During the school year of 1954-55 serving in ex- 
change capacity with Miss Kathleen Fletcher, Co- 
ordinator of School Libraries, High Point Public 
Schools, High Point, North Carolina. 





Please suggest names to your nom- 
inating committee for the following 
offices for 1955: Vice-president, Presi- 
dent-elect, Directors for Regions One, 
Four, Seven and Eight and A.L.A. 
Councilors. Send names to any mem- 
ber of the nominating committee, 
listed below, at least two weeks be- 
fore the Midwinter Meeting. Elenora 
Alexander, Public Schools, Houston, 
Texas; Bernice Wiese, Department of 
Education, Baltimore, Maryland; 
Gladys Lees, Public Schools, Tacoma, 
Washington; Sarah Jones, State De- 
partment of Education, Atlanta, 
Georgia; Sybil Baird, Chm., Indian 
Springs School, Helena, Alabama. 
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